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Microprofessor MPF-1 (1981)
Z80 / 8 Bit / 1,7 MHz
2 KB RAM
Assembler
Hex-keypad
150 Euro

Sinclair ZX81 (1981)
Z80A / 3,5 MHz
1 KB RAM + 16 KB expansion
Basic
QWERTY-keypad
TV-output: 32x24 chars
64x44 block graphics 
200 Euro

Sinclair ZX Sprectrum (1982)
Z80A / 3,5 MHz
16/48 KB RAM
8 colors / 256x192 pixel graphics
365 Euro

Spectravideo SV 328 (1983)
Z80A / 3,6 MHz
64 KB RAM + 16 KB VRAM
Full-stroke keyboard with numeric keypad
Microsoft Extended Basic
40x24 Chars
16 colors / 256x192 pixel
3 channel sound
650 Euro
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Atari 1040 STFM (1985)
68000 / 16/32 Bit / 8 MHz
1 MB RAM
Graphical user interface (GEM)
Mouse
Built-In floppy drive, 720 KB
B/W monitor: 640x400
16 colors (from 512) @ 320x200 pixel
Sampled sound
1750 Euro



“Das derzeitige Benutzer-Modell 
(Programme, Dateien, Fenster, ...) 
ist nicht geeignet, um PCs als 
Informations- und Wissensmedium 
einer Großzahl von Menschen 
zugänglich zu machen.”

















What’s wrong with our display





Die Sterne

“Wir müssen nichts so machen wie wirs kennen
nur weil wir’s kennen wie wirs kennen”



– Goethe

“Bezüge sind alles,
Bezüge sind das Leben”



“Das Richtige ist nicht immer mehrheitsfähig,
aber der Wahnsinn ist nicht immer an der Macht”

Peter Sloterdijk



 Brad A. Myers: "A Brief History of Human Computer Interaction Technology"

 Brad Myers

Human Computer Interaction

Computer History

Reducing the Semantic Distance

myers.pdf
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Objects of Interest Secondary Objects

• Navigation

• Command





“Welches Programm? Welche Datei? Welches Fenster?”

Mißbrauch kognitiver Resourcen

“Huch, was ist das?”



Human Brain

Sheep Brain

A Cognitive Account



Memory
Persistence of learning over time

Sensory Memory

Capacity: high

Short-Term 
Memory

Capacity:
40 Bits / 7 Items

20 secs

Attention

Rehearsal

Retrieval

Long-Term 
Memory

Capacity: unlimited

Decades (lifelong)

Elaborative 
Rehearsal

less one sec.

few seconds



40 Bit / 7 items

Ways of Recoding Sequences of Binary Digits

George Miller: “The Magical Number Seven, Plus or Minus Two:
Some Limits on Our Capacity for Processing Information”, 1956

Memory Span for Binary Digits



“We are oppressed by our 
electronic servants”

Jef Raskin
Father of the Macintosh





Computer

as a Tool as an Assistent

“to augment” “to automate”



Das Netzwerk für Freie Software

• Communications

• Store

• IT-Systems

• Design

newthinking store
Tucholskystraße 48
10117 Berlin

www.newthinking.de

Homebase of the DeepaMehta Community

  • Strategic Meeting   (2nd wednesday)
  • User Group
  • Developer Group
  • Beginners Meeting   (last wednesday)



Jörg Richter
jri@freenet.de

www.deepamehta.de
Maintain your head, and share it


